
Onward and Upward- Congratulations to the 5th Grade class of 2021 
 
It has been a very very different year then what we thought it would be. Your last year at 
Franklin Elementary School was a combination of in-person and virtual learning. As 
always you never cease to amaze me in what you are able to accomplish during difficult 
times. You have always risen to whatever challenge we have put in front of you and this 
was no different. You continued with your learning and met the requirements of your 
teacher. Job well done! 
 
When you look back at this time, you will remember this pandemic and remember how 
you were able to accomplish so many things in spite of the many obstacles that laid 
before you. As always and I have said to you this time and time again, I am very proud 
of all of you and what you were able to accomplish. 
 
We started this journey through your elementary years together, as you started 
kindergarten, I became the principal here at Franklin I was privilege to see you grow 
and become the scholars that you are. It has been a joy to come to work and high-five 
you, or (high-elbow because of COVID) to see where you began and how you have 
progress. The time certainly flew back quickly for me, which is a testament of how well I 
enjoyed coming to work each day. You had a large part to play in this, as I always was 
welcomed with your smiles upon entering he building.  
  
So, as we celebrate your completion of elementary school, know that you are well 
prepared to conquer middle school and duplicate the success you had here at Franklin. 
 
You are our future leaders and I hope you can say your foundation for greatness started 
here at Franklin Elementary School in Bergenfield, NJ, for your greatness can take you 
to each “corner of the Earth”.  
 
 I would like to thank all of the teachers you have had here and your parents for allowing 
us the opportunity to get to know each of you and to assist you in your journey. It is not 
over yet as you are about start a new and exciting path to continue on to greatness. 
 
Congratulations future High School class of 2028 
  
You are ready for anything and everything that comes your way-met it head on and let 
your brilliance shine for all to see. 
 
Mr. Everett Thompson 
 


